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Privatisation of Education
Ram Chand is a factory worker in Ghaziabad (UP) earning about Rs.10,000 monthly. He has two children, 9-year old Arun and 7 years old Savita. He had started both of them off in a local government school but felt that the kids were not really learning anything. Everybody suggested that a private school would be better. So, he shifted them to a local private school. Now, he pays about Rs.4000 every month for the two kids, including transport, books and various ‘charges’. He is still unsure about the quality of education but the family has cut down on expenses to meet the high cost.
“We limited our spending on food items, clothes and shifted to a one-room rented accommodation to meet the cost of educating the children. I want them to have a better life,” Ram Chand said.
This story is repeated across every corner of the country. Working people, already bearing the weight of low wages and increasing prices, struggle to somehow get ‘good education’ for their children in the hope that this would be a way out of poverty. 
Why is this so? Why can’t the government ensure affordable and good quality education for all citizens? Why does it allow profiteers to run schools and colleges, fleecing the people and lining their pockets?
Although this country has always had a two-tier education system – poor quality government schools for the masses and rich schools with all facilities for the elite – things have become steadily worse in recent years. Government has adopted a policy of starving its own schools and colleges of funds while deliberately allowing private businesses to open high-cost institutions. The government’s refusal to spend on education and provide more educational opportunities is causing an increase in the share of private sector in education.
According to a government survey, cost of primary education is 6-7 times more in private schools with their fees as high as Rs.14000 per year on an average. For higher secondary level, private school fee is Rs.30000 per year on an average. 
For working people, educating their children beyond 10th or 12th is becoming impossible. Average medical college fees are Rs.73000 in government colleges and Rs.149000 in private colleges. For computer courses, government institutions charge Rs.30000 while private ones take Rs.60000. In engineering courses, government colleges will ask for Rs.43000 while private colleges will demand Rs.83000. Which factory worker can pay so much?
Private schools and colleges charge exorbitant fees much beyond the reach of common people and parents are forced to sell their land or gold or take loans to secure their children’s future. The vast majority of families and their children are confined to lowest quality institutions often with demoralised low paid contract teachers, many without any teachers and proper infrastructure. This has led to a general decline in quality of education. After all this fleecing of the public, the private sector is not known for quality either producing unemployable pass outs.
Inadequate Funds for Education
The underfunding by government over the years is the principal reason for the collapse of accessible quality education. In 1968, the Kothari Commission had estimated that 6% of GDP needs to be spent on education for providing quality education to the people. Successive governments ignored this, leading to steady decline in quality and reach of education. The budgetary policy of the present governmentt has taken this further by cutting down funds for education. 
Expenditure on education as percentage of the central government’s total budgetary expenditure has decreased from 4.6% in 2013-14 to 3.5% in the budget for 2018-19. 
Since state governments spend a significant share on school education, let us look at the combined expenditure on education by central and state governments. This too has decreased from 11.6% in 2012-13 and 2013-14 to 10% for 2017-18.
Another way of understanding this is by looking at education spending as share of GDP which is the total output of the country in a year. Even as GDP continues to grow – and the government celebrates it constantly – the share being spent on education has declined. Central government spending on education as share of GDP has decreased continuously from 0.66% in 2012-13 to 0.45% in 2018-19. In other words, education spending has dropped by a third (32%) in terms of share of GDP. Combined central and state governments’ spending has decreased from 3.1% in 2012-13 and 2013-14 to reach 2.7% in 2017-18. 
Private Coaching

Teaching-learning has been gradually consigned to dubious private coaching institutions for those who can pay. This is a kind of shadow privatisation. Private coaching is seen as necessary to get children into prestigious institutions or to crack entrance examinations to coveted courses like engineering or medical. Even for school students, private tuitions are very common, with teachers at school directing students towards it. About a quarter of India’s students are estimated to be taking private tuitions/coaching. The size of private coaching industry was estimated at Rs 2.39 lakh crore in 2015. 
Private sector in school education

According to the latest government reports, students enrolled in class 1 to class 8 in private schools have increased by over 5% between 2010-11 and 2016-17 while those enrolled in government schools have reduced by over 31%. At the secondary and senior secondary stage (class 8 to class 12), while government school enrolment increased by a mere 10% between 2010-11 and 2015-16, private school enrolment increased by over 22%, again showing the high degree of privatised education.
Private sector in higher education

According to government data for 2016-17, of the 36,852 colleges in the country, 64% are private unaided colleges, 14% are private colleges aided by government funds and 22% are government colleges. Of the 2.64 crore students enrolled in these colleges, 66% are in private unaided or aided colleges and only 33% in government colleges. 

Not only private colleges, but the government colleges too have been forced to increasingly rely on courses for which students are willing to pay higher fees and are forced to generate revenue to finance increasing share of their expenditures. Most of these colleges, like private ones, are without adequate well-paid teachers. So, they are enrolling a large number of students without having the faculty to teach them, collecting money from them to conduct examinations and have too few teachers to evaluate large number of answer scripts. What is being bought and sold in this “market of education” is degree without teaching-learning taking place in the institutions. 
Bending before International Capital

This deliberate underfunding of education by the government and allowing its privatisation is to satisfy the demands of international as well as domestic capital which sees education as a profit-making commodity. The government is increasingly kow-towing to the pressures of the World Bank and big international corporations seeking profits in education. It is in order to open the doors to the private sector – both, domestic and foreign – that the Modi government has been steadily withdrawing its support and financing from education. The results are already before our eyes – a large part of India’s massive education system is now controlled by private entities. 
Saffronisation of education

Modi led BJP government is also destroying education and an entire generation of students by replacing scientific temper as a principle of education with baseless and unscientific beliefs. Its objective is to promote uncritical pride in Hindu past and disaffection / hatred for others. This undermines the very nature of education of children which is supposed to inculcate critical thinking, ability to reason and sensitivity towards others. This will render Indian students at a grave disadvantage in the future and create strife within the people.
Workers Demand
We, the workers want that the government should spend at least 6% of the GDP on education. This should be used to build proper infrastructure in schools and colleges, give better salaries to teachers and ensure suitable training to them, open more schools and colleges, expand technical and professional education. Government should stop allowing proliferation of profiteers and private businesses in education sector. It should preserve the autonomy of higher education protecting it from domestic and foreign capital investments and from bureaucratic management. Saffronisation of education content should be stopped and its basis on values of the Constitution and scientific temper re-established.
The ‘Mazdoor Kisan Sangharsh Rally’ on 5th September 2018 is to demand reversal of policies that see education as a profit making business, that seek withdrawal of the governments elected by the people, from their responsibility of providing education to all children.

Unite! Fight!

· Against governments that work for the 0.1%

· For policies that benefit the 99.9%
